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one species or a small number of species. The same
statement applies to Tahiti, and again to the islands of
the Sandwich group, though there Achatinella replaces
Partula. The natural tendency of a Darwinian is to
explain these facts on the supposition that there are
slight differences in conditions in these several valleys
and that the species have diverged from an ancestral
form in adaptation to these slight differences. But that

FIG. 25.-T-MAP OF THE ISLAND OF MOOREA, NEAR
TAHITI (after Crampton).

The dividing lines are the main watersheds be-
tween radiating groups of valleys. The num-
bers show the distribution of certain species
and varieties of Partula, as determined by
Garrett in 1882. The complete distribution as
now determined is more complex.

can only be a matter of faith, unsupported by any evi-
dence, and countered by certain negative evidence.

Thus, certain species live in more than one valley,
their ranges overlapping in a way that is not com-
patible with such delicate adjustment to imperceptible
differences in the surroundings. Again, Crampton has
shown clearly that there have been some changes in